Py): Need a lift? Driverless shuttle coming soon to downtown Tampa. Local, 18 


DEPUTIES SAVE 
WOMAN AS CAR 
SINKS INTO POND 


Two Hillsborough County 
sheriff's deputies rescue 
awoman froma sinking 
vehicle Saturday evening, 
swimming to it, breaking the 
window and pulling her out 
just as the red sport utility 
vehicle plunged to the bot- 
tom of the pond. Local, 1B 


Drug overdose 
weapon: Narcan 


Use of the overdose reversal 
drug is part of a growing 
trend to arm law enforce- 
ment officers to save lives 
and protect officers who 
may come in contact with 
synthetic opioids. Local, 1B 


Lightning, Drouin 
settle dispute 


After going through an 
arbitration hearing, the 
Lightning and former wing 
Jonathan Drouin agree to 
a settlement over a per- 
formance bonus from last 
season. Sports, 7C 


At least 100 die 
in Iran, Iraq quake 


An earthquake strikes the 
border region of Iran and 
Iraq on Sunday, killing more 
than 100 people in Iran and 
six in Iraq. Hundreds are 
injured in both countries, 
officials say. World, 5A 


A chat with 
the Red Rocker 


Sammy Hagar talks about 
his upcoming concert at 
Coachman Park, “mezquila” 
and his drama with Van 
Halen. Etc, 2B 


Gossip columnist 
had the scoop 


Liz Smith, who dies of natu- 
ral causes at age 94, often 
had an inside track to celeb- 
rities, because she was a 
celebrity herself. Nation, 7A 
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BACK IN THE 
END ZONE 


Running back Charles Sims scores his first touchdown in more than a year, 
catching a 6-yard pass to give the Bucs a 15-3 lead with 6:05 left in Sunday’s 
game against the Jets at Raymond James Stadium. The win halts a five- 

game losing skid for the Bucs, who were playing without QB Jameis Win- 
ston (injured) and leading receiver Mike Evans (suspended). See redzone 


Scandals changing 
‘politics as usual’ 


The once automatic 
support of the accused 
has turned into calls 
for resignation. 


New York Times 

Beneath the wave of sexual 
misconduct allegations in recent 
weeks against male lawmakers 
and candidates lies a common 
theme: These offenses had been 
going on for decades, but were 
either unacknowledged or dealt 
with quietly. 

Now, veils of silence in legisla- 
tive chambers are lifting as pub- 
lic disavowals and calls for res- 
ignations pour in against the 
accused, even from fellow party 
members. 

Roiling the political world 
in the last week was a report in 
the Washington Post that four 
women had accused Roy Moore, 
the Republican nominee for a U.S. 


Republican 
U.S. Senate 
candidate Roy 
Moore faces 
allegations by 
four younger 
women. 


Senate seat in Alabama, of sexual 
or romantic advances when he 
was in his 30s and they were teen- 
agers, one as young as 14. 

While many Republican offi- 
cials in Alabama have come to 
Moore’s defense, a chorus of oth- 
ers — including the president, 
vice president and Sen. Mitch 
McConnell, the majority leader 
— immediately called on the can- 
didate to step aside if the allega- 
tions were true. The Senate cam- 
paign arm of the party cut its 
fundraising agreement with him, 
and two Republican senators 
have rescinded their endorse- 
» See SCANDALS, 10A 


BY JUSTINE GRIFFIN 
Times Staff Writer 

Matt Lavin had just arrived 
in Charlottesville, Va., for a 
business trip when he started 
feeling sick. 

By the time he got to his 
hotel around 11 p.m., he felt 
excruciating pain. 

“I didn’t know what was 
happening, but I knew some- 
thing wasn’t right,” said Lavin, 
a lawyer who lived in Wash- 
ington, D.C., at the time but is 
also the medical director for a 
Florida-based chain of addic- 
tion recovery centers. He had 
good insurance through his 
employer, but still second- 
guessed calling an ambulance 
for help. 

“My deductible was like 
$5,000 or something like that. 
And it was the beginning of 
the year. I didn’t know how 


Some choose Uber, 
Lyft over ambulance 


Even in emergencies, people are turning 
to ridesharing apps to help reduce costs. 


much the ambulance was going 
to cost me, and I’m away from 
home in this hotel,’ Lavin said. 

So he requested a ride on Uber. 

The driver arrived in just three 
minutes, helped him into the car 
and sped to the hospital, with 
Lavin keeled over from intense 
pain his abdomen. 

Later Lavin, 48, would find out 
his appendix burst. He ended up 
having emergency surgery that 
night. But Lavin says he saved 
himself thousands of dollars by 
choosing Uber, the ridesharing 
company that connects passen- 
gers with taxi-like independent 
drivers through a smartphone 
app, instead of calling 911. 

“T knew they would be fast,” 
Lavin said of Uber. “But I think 
(the driver) was pretty freaked 
out. I was in a lot of pain and I 
had to lie down. He was new to 
» See AMBULANCE, 10A 


Cubans 
cut off 
from 
visas 


Visits and reunions 
with families are 

all but impossible 
since the problems 
at the U.S. Embassy. 


BY PAUL GUZZO 
Times Staff Writer 

TAMPA — It’s been six 
weeks since the U.S. Embassy 
in Havana stopped issuing 
visas to Cubans after its staff 
was slashed by 60 percent, a 
response to mysterious health 
attacks on American diplo- 
mats there. 

Tampa is beginning to expe- 
rience the fallout. 

One local woman undergo- 
ing chemotherapy had hoped 
for her son in Cuba to come be 
by her side. A father was look- 
ing forward to reuniting here 
with family still living in the 
island nation. And a team of 
skateboarders was preparing 
for a trip to Tampa to show- 
case their talents in a compe- 
tition. 

And then there are the peo- 
ple claiming oppression in 
Cuba who had hoped to find 
refuge in Tampa, home to the 
third-largest Cuban-Ameri- 
can population in the United 
States. 

All those plans are off, as 
are the plans of all 100,000 
Cubans who are seeking visas 
to the United States, accord- 
ing to U.S. State Department 
numbers. 


“Whathas 
happenedis, 
in essence, 
the Trump 
adminis- 
tration has 
barred the 
people of [& k 
Cuba from Rep. Kathy 
visiting Castor calls 
loved ones the situation 
in Tampa “heartbreak- 
and across ing.” 
the United 


States,” said U.S. Rep. Kathy 
Castor, D-Tampa. “And it is 
heartbreaking.” 

Jason Poblete, a Virginia- 
based attorney specializing 
in U.S.-Cuba policy, said it is 
unfair to place the blame on 
the United States. The health 
attacks occurred on Cuban 
soil and it was up to the gov- 
ernment there to protect for- 
eign diplomats, Poblete said. 

“If Cuba wants access to 
the U.S. market, if they want 
visas, if they want to do busi- 
ness here, Cuba needs to earn 
that,” he said. “Access to the 
U.S. market is a privilege, not 
aright.” 

Cuban citizens, Poblete 
added, need to demand more 
from their government. 

The State Department has 
said personnel will return to 
» See CUBA, 12A 
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New York Times 


First Baptist Church in Sutherland Springs, Texas, transformed into a memorial Sunday with roses 
on chairs bearing the names of the 26 victims in the fatal Nov. 5 shooting. 


Worshipers return for somber service 


Hundreds gather for the first time since the massacre Nov. 5 in Texas. 


Associated Press 

SUTHERLAND SPRINGS, 
Texas — Hundreds of mourners 
crowded into the tiny town of 
Sutherland Springs for the first 
Sunday service since a gunman 
stormed the First Baptist Church 
a week earlier, killing more than 
two dozen people in the worst 
mass shooting in Texas history. 

After an emotional sermon 
held outdoors under a massive 
white tent, worshipers and the 
public were invited to return to 
the church for the first time since 
the tragedy. A chilling memorial 
set up inside the church included 
26 white chairs — including one 
for the unborn baby of a victim 
— bearing each victim’s name or 


nickname painted in gold. 

Pastor Frank Pomeroy shared 
his personal heartache and a 
message that the community 
bound together by faith can 
move past the evil that attacked 
the church seven days earlier. 

“Rather than choose darkness 
as that young man did that day, 
we choose life,” Pomeroy said dur- 
ing the service, his voice cracking 
as he spoke about his 14-year-old 
daughter, Annabelle, who was 
among those killed Nov. 5. 

“I know everyone who gave 
their life that day,’ he said, paus- 
ing to gather himself. “Some of 
whom were my best friends and 
my daughter.” He wiped his eyes, 
then added, “I guarantee they are 


dancing with Jesus today.” 

Initially, the church had 
planned to hold Sunday’s service 
at an adjacent community center, 
which can accommodate a few 
dozen people. But when organiz- 
ers realized hundreds planned to 
attend, the service was moved to 
a massive white tent erected on a 
baseball field. 

Mark Collins, a previous pas- 
tor at First Baptist, said it was the 
largest gathering in the church’s 
100-year history. 

» See CHURCH, 12A 
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